MARLBOROUGH
I assure you it is a great pleasure to me. I should thank you
for offering it, but I am not good at compliments." Cavillers
have fastened upon the word * offering *; but the relations of
the two women were already such as to reduce the point to
insignificance. It was a gracious turn of phrase in Anne to
a friend whose society she desired, and not a condition in a
diplomatic protocol. In a manuscript essay by Sarah, hitherto
unpublished, copies of which arc at Blenheim and Althorp,
called A Faithful Account of Many Things^ the following
suggestive, impersonal, and of course retrospective account is
given of their relations :
* The Dutchess had address and accomplishments, sufficient to
engage the affections and confidence of her Mistress without
owing anything to the want of them in others.    But yet this
made room for her the sooner and gave her some advantage;
and she now began to employ all Her wit and all Her vivacity
and almost all Her time to divert, and entertain, and serve, the
Princess;  and to fix that favour, which now one might easily
observe to be encrcasing towards her every day.    This favour
quickly became a passion;  and a Passion which possessed the
Heart of the Princess too much to be hid.    They were shut up
together for many hours daily.    Every moment of Absence was
counted a sort of tedious, lifeless, state.    To see the Dutchess
was a constant joy;  and to part with her for never so short a
time, a constant Uneasiness;   As the Princess's own frequent
expressions were.    This worked even to the jealousy of a Lover.
She used to say she desired to possess her wholly:  and could
hardly bear that she should ever escape, from this confinement,
into other Company.
About 1712, Bishop Burnet compiled from Sarah's papers
a substantial justification of her conduct towards Queen
Anne. Two copies of this, one in the Bishop's own hand-
writing, have now been found at Blenheim. The Duchess
was not satisfied with the production, and marked it " Not
well done/' Its introduction may, nevertheless, be of
interest as an unpublished contemporary document.1
* I came extream young into the Court and had the luck to be
liked by manny in it, but by none more particularly than the
1 See Appendix, I.
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